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POTTSTOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT 

POINTS OF PRIDE 

WINTER 2021-2022 
 
Student activities are an integral part of our educational program.  Co-curricular programs are not 
only a way for students to have fun, but also a valuable educational tool.  Activities provide an 
opportunity for all students to participate and help build community recognition and identity.  
Co-curricular activities are designed to instill school pride and teach life-long lessons.  
They support the academic mission of the school district and promote citizenship and 
sportsmanship.  The activities program is a testing ground for the physical and emotional 
development of our young people.  IT IS BETTER TO BUILD STRONG CHILDREN THAN TRY 
TO REPAIR ADULTS.   
 

For more information about Pottstown School District,  
visit our website at www.pottstownschools.org or call 610-323-6274. 

 
 

SAME Mission NEW Design 
Everyday our Pottstown team of educators, support staff and administrators stay focused on our 
district mission, Prepare each student, by name, for success at every level. Thanks to team 
members, Carol Brightbill and Emily Overdorf for their creative design and pictures illustrating 
the mission statement in the top banner picture roll on the homepage of our website.  Staying on 
mission, more reason to say Proud to be from Pottstown.  Please help share the good news. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pottstown School District is proud of its past and confident of its future. 
Go to http://www.pottstownschools.org/AlumniPages.aspx and then click on any of the highlighted 
years. The yearbooks provide an engaging narrative into the proud history of Pottstown. One can 
go as far back as 1914 to see the interest and fashion of the day. Pottstown School District may be 
one of a few districts in the country to provide this unique feature as a way of sharing community 
pride in our schools. Pottstown High School has over 19,000 graduates who have gone on to 
distinguish themselves in every field of endeavor and given us reason to say Proud to be from 
Pottstown. It is an honor to share this look back to younger days with our graduates. We are not 
posting our most recent yearbooks because the High School still has some hard copies for sale. 
Not every yearbook is posted. The missing years are listed on the website. If anyone is willing to 
lend us one for scanning, please contact John Armato at 610-323-6271 / 484-256-7491 or 
jarmato@pottstownk12.org. 

http://www.pottstownschools.org/
https://www.pottstownschools.org/
http://www.pottstownschools.org/AlumniPages.aspx
mailto:jarmato@pottstownk12.org


- 2 - 

PSD – Comprehensive Plan Overview 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Planning for the future, the school board heard a presentation on the progress of the district 
comprehensive plan that will guide the district for the next five years. 

 

https://www.pottstownschools.org/ComprehensivePlan.aspx
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New Year Same Fight 
It may be a new year but it is the same fight for the fair funding of our schools. Superintendent 
Stephen Rodriguez serves as the President of the PA League of Urban Schools Caucus in an 
article written for the Pennsylvania Association of School Administrators he outlines why we must 
continue to advocate for our children, schools and communities. 

 
The Need to Learn Our History 
Superintendent Stephen Rodriguez serves as the President of the PA League of Urban Schools 
Caucus.  In an article written for the Pennsylvania Association of School Administrators he speaks 
to the importance of Black History Month acknowledging historical positive contributions and the 
education system outwardly and actively teaching cultural competence and the history, 
contributions, and value, of all races and ethnicities. 
 

Preparing For Success 
Pottstown School District's Mission is to Prepare Each Student, By Name, For Success, at Every 
Level.  This statement of purpose guides the actions of all district stakeholders to bring focus and 
clarity to our actions.  The combined team efforts of educators, support staff, administrators, and 
school board members keep us on task to successfully fulfill our mission.   
 

Thanks to Emily Overdorf, our social media specialist, for using her skills to help illustrate the story 
of our district mission. 
 

*Please note: Most of the content of this video was filmed prior to pandemic 
facemask protocols. Please help share the story of our mission so others will 
understand why we say “Proud To Be From Pottstown.” 
 
 
 
 

 

Building a Foundation For Success 
Pottstown Superintendent Stephen Rodriguez serves as the 
President of the PA League of Urban Schools Caucus in an 
article written for the Pennsylvania Association of School 
Administrators he shares what he learned on a trip to Boston 
about the foundation of education. 
 
 
 

https://filecabinet5.eschoolview.com/ECE9E3AD-7034-428C-BD3E-327D7E0CFA58/5debf9b9-e576-41f3-a019-722d182cad15.pdf
https://filecabinet5.eschoolview.com/ECE9E3AD-7034-428C-BD3E-327D7E0CFA58/0298ebb8-b970-487b-8654-0cdd6629d160.pdf
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/WhctKKXPdhPCRvgCvpnhqHVbmJQhjFZhqMHsvldrDzMNxZJtRkkNxMGdshPxXZsbjnfZqWg?projector=1
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#search/label%3Aarmato-pottstown-pride+Mission+Statement/WhctKKXPdhPCRvgCvpnhqHVbmJQhjFZhqMHsvldrDzMNxZJtRkkNxMGdshPxXZsbjnfZqWg?projector=1
https://filecabinet5.eschoolview.com/ECE9E3AD-7034-428C-BD3E-327D7E0CFA58/17fa6543-3deb-4f11-8b44-8bebe4e78067.pdf
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U.S. Rep. Madeleine Dean Visits Our Schools For First-hand Look 
Sometimes it’s just best to see things first hand. 
 
That’s what U.S. Rep. Madeleine Dean, D-4th Dist., was doing 
Monday when she visited two Pottstown schools. She spent 
the morning at Pottstown High School and later at Rupert 
Elementary School. 
 
At the high school, Dean said she heard from students and 
staff about the difficulties of trying to learn and teach virtually 
and how much “they all want this all to end so they can get 
back to something that looks like normal.” 

 
At Rupert, Principal Matthew Moyer told Dean about the “huge staffing problem” the district, his 
school included, is facing. 
“Just this week, we are finally up to full staff for the first time all year. It’s the worst I’ve seen it in 17 
years,” Moyer said. 
 
An even more severe problem exists in finding substitutes. That’s because Pennsylvania’s pool of 
potential teachers, from which substitutes have traditionally been drawn, was dwindling even 
before the COVID-19 pandemic made it worse. 
 
 
 

https://www.pottsmerc.com/2022/02/14/lawmakers-getting-first-hand-look-at-school-staffing-shortages/


- 5 - 

Letter to the Editor: All Pa. students entitled to a quality education 
As a supporter of the public school system and an advocate for Pottstown students and teachers, 
I have kept a wary eye on the current state court case that is questioning whether our current 
system of funding in Pennsylvania is unconstitutional, failing to provide a “thorough and efficient” 
education for all children. 
 
I was frankly shocked and insulted last week when John Krill, defense lawyer for Senate President 
Corman, who is named in the lawsuit, challenged a witness as to the necessity of teaching higher-
level classes (i.e. biology or algebra) to students who were just going to work in food services or 
retail. I am not sure what has appalled me more in such a callous, classist and frankly aristocratic 
comment. 
 
First, Krill should be apologizing to every single cashier, laborer and food service provider in the 
entire state. His implication that you don’t need the education to fulfill such a role is a supreme 
insult to anyone who has rolled up their sleeves and done a necessary job. They are the backbone 
of our society and should not be dismissed as lacking in intellect or education. 
 
Secondly, I am wondering just exactly how Mr. Krill has acquired his level of omniscience, one that 
allows him to know exactly what careers students will aspire to based simply on their school district 
or zip code. May I go so far as to state that there is an ugly implication that, because many of the 
students being trampled under Pennsylvania’s educational system are also minorities, the 
statement is not simply classist but outright racist? 
 
During George Washington’s First Annual Address, he informed the citizenry of this newly formed 
nation that, “Knowledge is in every country the surest base of public happiness.” You will notice 
that Washington did not stipulate that only wealthy children should have access to that knowledge. 
He also wasn’t interested in career choices. He was indicating that a well-educated person is 
happier and a better citizen, vital for our governmental system to flourish. 
 
For me, Pennsylvania has violated the prime tenets of this country in a way that is so distasteful 
that I am embarrassed for a state I should be proud to call home. Krill’s casual assumption that 
some children are not entitled to a quality education because they might work a cash register or 
work in a fast-food venue should be a red flag. Pottstown’s children, as well as all the students in 
underfunded districts, deserve so much better. 
 
 — Candi Haas-Simmons, Pottstown 
 
 
Pottstown school board member and co-founder of Pennsylvanians for Fair 
Funding speaks up for educational resources needed to unlock student 
potential. 
 
Letter to editor: School board members across Pa. call for fair school 
funding 

https://www.penncapital-star.com/commentary/fair-school-funding-means-fair-funding-for-every-pa-student-not-just-a-few-opinion/
https://www.pottsmerc.com/2022/02/14/letter-to-editor-school-board-members-across-pa-call-for-fair-school-funding/
https://www.pottsmerc.com/2022/02/14/letter-to-editor-school-board-members-across-pa-call-for-fair-school-funding/
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Pottstown’s Vigil for Fair Funding 
 

The trial phase of the case looking to force Pennsylvania to fairly fund public schools may be over, but 
activists around the Keystone State gathered Tuesday, March 15, 2022, to show that the fight is not.  
In Pottstown, the vigil attracted more than 60 people and was held in front of the landmark Pottstown 
Middle School. In southeastern Pennsylvania, similar vigils were held in Norristown, Reading, 
Lansdowne and Oxford. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.pottsmerc.com/2022/03/16/pottstowns-vigil-for-fair-funding-carries-the-fight-to-the-next-phase/
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Celebrating Pottstown History 
Happy Black History Month!  Although Black history extends beyond just one month, we are proud 

to celebrate the accomplishments of black community members across Pottstown. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



- 8 - 

Celebrating Pottstown History 
Happy Black History Month!  Although Black history extends beyond just one month, we are proud 

to celebrate the accomplishments of black community members across Pottstown. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jolie Martinez 
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Celebrating Pottstown History 
Happy Black History Month!  Although Black history extends beyond just one month, we are proud 

to celebrate the accomplishments of black community members across Pottstown. 
 
 
 
 
 

Jaime & Veronica Parris 
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BOYS’ BASKETBALL 
 
PHS Boys Basketball Earns Tournament Victory 
The Trojan Boys Basketball team took part in the Great Valley High School Holiday Tournament. 
They came up a little short in the opening round game with host Great Valley.  Gage Sibilly scored 
a team high 20 points for the Trojans. They returned the next day and showed they are Trojan 
Tough in a 62-39 victory over Renaissance Academy, to claim 3rd place. Gage Sibilly with 20 
points and Elijah Moore-Palmore with 11 points lead the scoring for the Trojans. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NAMED TO THE  
PIONEER ATHLETIC CONFERENCE  

ALL FRONTIER DIVISION FIRST TEAM: 
 

➢ Gage Sibilly 
 
 
 

NAMED TO THE  
PIONEER ATHLETIC CONFERENCE  

ALL FRONTIER DIVISION SECOND TEAM: 
 

➢ Sadeeq Jackson 
 

 

 
 
Named to The Mercury All Area Honorable Mention Team: 

➢ Sadeeq Jackson 
➢ Gage Sibilly 

 
 

https://papreplive.com/boys-basketball/all-pioneer-athletic-conference-boys-basketball-teams-2021-22/
https://papreplive.com/boys-basketball/all-pioneer-athletic-conference-boys-basketball-teams-2021-22/
https://papreplive.com/boys-basketball/all-pioneer-athletic-conference-boys-basketball-teams-2021-22/
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Senior Night Boys’ Basketball Photos: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Amar Graves 

Gage Sibilly 

Braylon Tinson 

Jabril Washington 
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Senior Night Winter Cheerleading Photos: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Aleen Alexander 

Natalia Brown 

Molly Delphin 

Keyora Frazier 
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Senior Night Winter Cheerleading Photos: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anaya Jones 

Mackenzie Moser 

Ny’Ajah Osbourne-Warren 

Jayniana Williams 
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Senior Night Boys’ Basketball and Winter Cheerleading Photos: 
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GIRLS’ BASKETBALL 
 
The Pottstown High School Girls Basketball delivered some early holiday cheer on December 20th, 
when they defeated Interboro 39-35 for their first non-league victory in four years.  Trinell Watson's 
20 points and eight rebound effort helped propel the Trojans to victory.  Tamya Jarrett gave a great 
effort at both ends of the court with10 points, 8 rebounds and 3 blocked shots. Ashley Weller and 
Mikyla Brandon were strong on defense each with 8 rebounds apiece.  Brynn McClune came off 
the bench in the fourth quarter with 4 points and 3 key rebounds. 
 
 

Watson Stays On Mission 
Pottstown High School Girls’ Basketball player Trinell Watson made it clear four years ago that 
she was on a mission.  Her hard work has paid off.  Thanks to Mercury, sports writer Owen McCue, 
you can read about her journey. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://papreplive.com/2022/01/17/pottstowns-watson-reaches-1000-completes-mission-4-years-in-the-making/
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1,000 Points – Trinell Watson - 2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Directory of Co-Curricular Activities Justin Baker and Trinell Watson 
 
 

Previous Trojan 1,000 Point Scorers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(left to right) Standing- Coach Chris Jackson, Cheryl Fine, Kristy Garner, Coach Joe Masleh, Monica Lacey, 
Crystal Gibbs, Peachie Nixon, Coach John Cherneskie 
Front row- (kneeling) Jessica Scoop Faust, Trinell Watson, Coach Madison Morton 
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NAMED TO THE  
PIONEER ATHLETIC CONFERENCE  

ALL FRONTIER DIVISION FIRST TEAM: 
 

➢ Trinell Watson 
 
 
 
 

NAMED TO THE  
PIONEER ATHLETIC CONFERENCE  

ALL FRONTIER DIVISION SECOND TEAM: 
 

➢ Tamya Jarrett 
 

 

 
 
Named to The Mercury All Area First Team: 

➢ Trinell Watson 
 
Named to The Mercury All Area Honorable Mention Team: 

➢ Tamya Jarrett 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://papreplive.com/2022/03/23/all-pioneer-athletic-conference-girls-basketball-teams-2021-22/
https://papreplive.com/2022/03/23/all-pioneer-athletic-conference-girls-basketball-teams-2021-22/
https://papreplive.com/2022/03/23/all-pioneer-athletic-conference-girls-basketball-teams-2021-22/
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Senior Night Girls’ Basketball Photos: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calista Daye 

Jolaila Lamarre 

Trinell Watson 
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WRESTLING 
 
Trojan Wrestlers Open Season 
The Trojan wrestling team opened the season by hosting the first ever Trojan Invitational 
Tournament.  Over 300 wrestlers and hundreds of fans enjoyed two days of competition.  

• Devon Green fought his way to a 3rd place finish in the 172 pound class going 4-1 for the 
weekend.  

• Jonah Grice (126) and Malachi Jones (132) both went 3-3 and earned 6th place.  

• In the girls’ division both Mia Bumbarger and Xlyah Robinson went 3-0 to win the 
championship. Mia had 3 pins each in under a minute.  

 
The entire team gained lots of on mat experience and are looking forward to the upcoming dual 
meets and tournaments.  Big shout out to Mr. Justin Baker, Director of Co-Curricular Activities; 
Nick Wade, Head Coach; Kori Wilson, Athletic Trainer; and Mr. Dave Woodley, Leader of The 
Trojan Nation, for all their work behind the scenes to make this event a tremendous success. 
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Trojan Girls Earn Honors 
Trojan Proud of Pottstown High School girl wrestlers Xiyah Robinson and Mia Bumbarger. 
They had a big day at the Governor Mifflin All Girl Wrestling Tournament.  Over 125 female 
warriors did battle in another history-making event that is helping to grow the sport of girls’ 
wrestling.  
 
Xiyah looked tough on top in her 8-4 win.  In the championship match she gave the returning state 
champ a good battle before losing by fall.  
 
Mia had a big day and went 3-0 to earn first place with a decision, pin and medical forfeit.  
 
Our girls got a lot of experience in an atmosphere that was positive for building the sport of girls 
wrestling. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Wrestling Team Has Strong Tournament Showing 
Congratulations to Pottstown High School Trojan wrestling team on their strong showing at the 
Marple Newtown Phil Carbonetta Memorial Tournament.  Eight of the 12 Trojans entered in the 
tournament placed in the top six.  The Trojans were 5th overall in the team standings.  
 

➢ Devon Green led the team with a second place finish at 170 pounds. 
➢ Jestyn Snyder took third place at heavyweight with three straight pins after an opening 

round loss. 
➢ Nahzier Booker made his debut as a Trojan wrestler with a third place finish at 189 on his 

way to the medal stand he had three pins one in 53 seconds and another in 29.  
➢ Malachi Jones placed third at 132 with a takedown in the last second of overtime for the 

victory. 
➢ Mia Bumbarger placed sixth. On her way to placing she had a 50 second pin.  
➢ Colton Warncke, Jayden Gilmore both started their varsity season with fifth place finishes in 

the tournament. 
➢ Phoenix Rhoads and Tyler Harper made their first appearance in a varsity tournament with 

Phoenix placing sixth.  
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Trojan Wrestler Earns OW Award 
Congratulations to Pottstown High School freshman wrestler Kareem Lesher.  He was selected as 
the Outstanding Pottstown Wrestler at the annual Pottstown vs. O.J. Roberts Wrestlers Pride 
meet.  Kareem scored a 6-5 victory in his 126 pound match.  Hard Work Pays Off. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2022 Senior Wrestlers 
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Wrestling Senior Night Photos: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mia Bumbarger 

Kennedy Cole 

Jonah Grice 
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Wrestling Senior Night Photos: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jestyn Snyder 

Gabe Roseo 

Tyler Harper 
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Trojan Wrestler Making History 
 
Pottstown High School senior Mia Bumbarger was a part of a history making event. Competing in 

the 148 pound weight class she was crowned champion at the 
inaugural all girls MyHouse Eastern Regional Wrestling Tournament. 

 
In the finals she prevailed over two-time state medalist Hannah 

Spielman of Strath Haven 5-3 to earn the first place 
championship and in doing so became the first ever Pottstown 
girl wrestler to earn a regional championship. 
 

In earlier rounds she majored Wilkes-Barre Natalie Olarte 9-0 
and scored a first period pin over Easton's Roxy Castill in the 

semifinals. 
 

She qualifies for the MyHouse PA state girls’ championship to be held 
later this month. 

 
The introduction of regional tournaments is a product of the growth of girls wrestling in 
Pennsylvania. The state has more than 30 official girls’ teams and is moving to become a 
sanctioned sport by the state's high school governing body. Mia is proof that hard work pays off. 
Please help share the news of another reason to say Proud to be from Pottstown. 
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NAMED TO THE PIONEER ATHLETIC CONFERENCE FRONTIER DIVISION 
FIRST TEAM: 

➢ Tyrese Washington 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NAMED TO THE PIONEER ATHLETIC 
CONFERENE FRONTIER DIVISION  

SECOND TEAM: 
➢ Devon Green 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NAMED TO THE PIONEER ATHLETIC 
CONFERENE FRONTIER DIVISION  

SECOND TEAM: 
➢ Jestyn Snyder 

 
 

 
Named to The Mercury All Area Honorable Mention Team: 

➢ Mia Bumbarger 
➢ Xliyah Robinson 
➢ Devon Green 
➢ Malachi Jones 

https://papreplive.com/2022/03/09/all-pioneer-athletic-conference-wrestling-teams-2021-22/
https://papreplive.com/2022/03/09/all-pioneer-athletic-conference-wrestling-teams-2021-22/
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Trojans Bring Home State Wrestling Honors 
Congratulations to Pottstown High School wrestlers Xiyah Robinson and Mia Bumbarger on 
placing at the MYHOUSE Girls State Wrestling Tournament.  Competing against 300 girls from 115 
high schools on 6 mats.   

• Xiyah, a junior, went 3-0 on the day in the 235 pound class with two pins and a decision to 
become Pottstown's first, on the mat, girls’ state champ.  In the finals she scored a pin in 50 
seconds.  

• Mia capped her senior year off with a fourth place finish in the 148 pound weight class. 
Wrestling five matches she came up with three victories including two decisions and a pin. 

• Both girls are past state medal winners and are proof of the Trojan philosophy, that when 
you make every second count hard work pays off. Thanks for giving us another reason to 
say Proud to be from Pottstown. 
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Track Team Takes It Indoors 
It may be too cold to run track outdoors, but where there's a will there's a way. PHS Trojan Winter 
Track Team coached by middle school art teacher Martin Valle competed in the "Polar Bear" 
indoor track events.   
 
The first was held at Kutztown University last week.  Over 700 student athletes from around the 
area took part in the event.  

• With a time of 54 seconds in the 400 meters Ethan Masewicz placed second for the Trojans. 

• Henry Fetterman placed second in his 400 meter heat in 1:04.  

• Daniel William competed in the 800 meters and mile.  
 
On the girls’ side, our Trojans showed their competitive spirit.  The Trojans will test themselves 
again when they travel to West Chester Henderson for the next meet. 
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FOOTBALL 
 
Congratulations to members of the 2021 Trojan football team who were named to the Eastern PA 
Football and PA Football News All-Academic Team.  Living up to our district mission, “Prepare 
each student, by name, for success at every level.”  Trojan Proud their hard work has paid off and 
given us more reason to say Proud to be from Pottstown. 
 

Player Name Position Team Class Year Level 

Chris Chhern OL/LB Pottstown 2023 Gold 

Gabe Hicks TE/LB Pottstown 2023 Gold 

Joel Mundo WR/DB Pottstown 2023 Gold 

Fredy Rodriguez K/P Pottstown 2023 Gold 

Jestyn Snyder OL/DL Pottstown 2022 Gold 

     

Nahzier Booker RB/LB Pottstown 2024 Silver 

Ezriel Felder OL/DL Pottstown 2025 Silver 

Chris Thomas RB/DB Pottstown 2025 Silver 

     

John Cranford OL/DL Pottstown 2022 Bronze 

Marcus Fowlkes WR/LB Pottstown 2024 Bronze 

Jayden Gilmore QB/DB Pottstown 2025 Bronze 

Devon Green OL/LB Pottstown 2023 Bronze 

Dylan Hampton OL/DL Pottstown 2023 Bronze 

Jevohn Jones WR/DB Pottstown 2023 Bronze 

Tyrese Washington DB/OLB Pottstown 2024 Bronze 
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PIONEER ATHLETIC CONFERENCE ALL ACADEMIC TEAM 
 

➢ Cheerleading  - Jayniana Williams 
➢ Boys’ Basketball - Caleb Yocom 
➢ Girls’ Basketball  - Trinell Watson 
➢ Wrestling   - Tyler Harper 

 
PIONEER ATHLETIC CONFERENCE WINTER 

CITIZEN ATHLETE AWARD 
 

➢ Mia Bumbarger 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://papreplive.com/2022/03/23/pioneer-athletic-conference-citizen-awards-and-all-academic-teams-winter-2021-22/
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STAFF 
 
Board member recognized as a leader and advocate 
Congratulations to Pottstown School Board member Laura Johnson. She was honored by the 
Pennsylvania School Board Association with induction 
into the Allwein Society, which recognizes directors who 
are outstanding leaders and advocates for public 
schools and students.  Her tireless statewide advocacy 
efforts on behalf of children has drawn attention to the 
harm that inequitable funding has caused to children 
and the burden it has placed on our communities.  
Please help share the news of another reason to say 
Proud to be from Pottstown. 
 
 
 
 
Guest column: Funding mental health services critical to our students 
By:  Sue Lawrence 
 
Imagine: You arrive at work after a stressful night. Family members were arguing, and their voices 
and escalating tension made it impossible to sleep. When you tried to prepare some breakfast, you 
discovered there was little in the pantry or fridge to eat. You grabbed the last stale cookie from the 
bag on your way out the door, hurrying into the cold morning air cloaked in your only jacket, a 
sweatshirt with several holes. Once at work, you find yourself thinking about what awaits you at 
home tonight. You are worried, scared, hungry, and cold. What type of quality work do you think 
you will produce today? 
 
This unfortunate scenario may seem exaggerated, but it is the reality for many of our children each 
and every day. Is it any wonder that they cannot concentrate or learn? Is it a surprise that many of 
these students are hypervigilant, remaining on edge throughout the school day when they have no 
idea what to expect once they get home? Why would kids be concerned about long division or 
vocabulary words when they have more serious things to worry about? 
 
From violence to poverty to Covid, our students experience a multitude of stressors. And while 
older generations had their own problems, today’s youth are more likely to be dealing with 
struggles without solid social support. Families are broken and scattered, and although social 
media and technology have the potential to offer connections, they often serve more as a source of 
stress and overstimulation. Our kids are more burdened than ever before, and too frequently, the 
only safety net they have is in their schools. Our students need mental health support, counseling, 
and social services to prepare them for the classroom. 
 
These critical supports require funding. Unfortunately, Pennsylvania has one of the most 
inequitable education funding systems in the nation, a problem so significant it is currently being 
tried in the Commonwealth Court. It is no coincidence that districts that suffer most from a scarcity 
of funding also have the greatest needs for mental health services. 
 

Sue Lawrence, a member of the Pottstown School Board, is a professor of psychology at 
Ursinus College, Chestnut Hill College, and Montgomery County Community College. 

https://www.psba.org/2022/01/psba-recognizes-laura-johnson-as-2021-allwein-society-inductee/
https://www.pottsmerc.com/2022/01/20/guest-column-funding-mental-health-services-critical-to-our-students/
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Read All About It:  Women In History 
Cory Derer, the Library Assistant at Barth and Franklin Elementary 
schools is helping young students learn about women in history.  
To help celebrate Women in History Month, she made a display of 
books and encouraged students, to read about how girls have 
molded our society. She said, “The students have really enjoyed 
learning about Amelia Earhart, Malala Yousafzai, Mae Jemison, 
Katherine Johnson, RBG, and Frida Kahlo, just to name a few. I 
hope our students gain insight into how these women have 
overcome unique challenges to secure careers in art, science, 
math, and law!  As a Girl Scout leader for over 15 years, I take 
pride in empowering girls to try new things, and become leaders 
themselves.” 
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Mrs. Johnson makes appearance on PSBA Youtube 
 
Congratulations to our own school board member, Mrs. Laura Johnson, who was recognized by 

PSBA at our last school board meeting.  Her tireless efforts are 
helping to make a difference in the lives of students, staff, and 
citizens across the state.  Thanks for giving us another reason 
to say Proud to be from Pottstown. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

MUSIC 
 
Holiday Band Concert, Thursday December 9th at 7pm in the high school auditorium – Check out 
the link at the bottom of Mr. Evan Brandt's Digital Notebook Blog for the full card of the evening's 
songs. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mHDmHpCJLIE
https://evan-brandt.blogspot.com/2021/12/pottstown-music-concerts-held-thursday.html
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POTTSTOWN HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL 2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This logo was designed by a Pottstown student who won a $50 gift card for the design.  
(Image courtesy of Foundation for Pottstown Education) 

 

Shrek Suits Up 

Got to spend part of Sunday afternoon at dress rehearsal for the 
Pottstown All-School District musical production of Shrek. Lots of 
positive energy from students and adults both on stage and backstage 
with the dedicated group that makes sure everything is ready when 
the curtain goes up. Putting on a musical production is a great 
example of teamwork and proof that hard work pays off. Do not miss 
another in the long line of outstanding student productions. See link 
for dates and ticket sales. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.pottsmerc.com/2022/02/07/its-all-hands-on-shrek-for-pottstowns-all-district-musical-and-special-dinner-event/
https://sites.google.com/pottstownk12.org/phs-musical/home
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Shrek – The Musical Cast 
 

Shrek – Devon Smith Donkey –  
Jonathan Moser 

Princess Fiona – 
Mackenzie Moser 

Lord Farquaad – 
Christian Toland 

Dragon, Mama Bear – 
Gabriella Horne 

Gingy, Sugar Plum 
Fairy, Teen Fiona – 
Josephine Bechtel 

Pinocchio –  
Tyler Broughton 

Young Fiona, Fairy 
Godmother –  
Alyssa Broughton 

Papa Ogre –  
Matt Moyer 

Mama Ogre –  
Sally Foose 

Young Shrek, Puss-n-
Boots, Dwarf – 
Benjamin Moser 

Queen Lillian, Dancing 
Rat – Mackenzie Hall 

King Harold, Bishop, 
Duloc Citizen – 
Brandon Davis 

Papa Bear –  
Thomas Rose 

Baby Bear – Kenzie 
Pallay-Williams 

Big Bad Wolf –  
Ethan Yost 

Peter Pan –  
William Rose 

Wicked Witch –  
Dasia Thornton-Bey 

Ugly Duckling, Knight, 
Villager –  
Natalia Banks 

Mad Hatter –  
Jayden Bell 

Pied Piper, Little Pig 
#1 – Makayla Smith 

Little Pig #2 –  
Tahj Phillips 

Little Pig #3 –  
Ayden Olvera 

Blind Mouse, Dancing 
Rat, Knight, Villager – 
Peyton Benfield 

Blind Mouse, Dancing 
Rat, Knight, Villager – 
Makenna Franey 

Blind Mouse, Dancing 
Rat, Knight, Villager – 
Sophia Russo 

Thelonius (Captain), 
Walter – Jahiem Pratt 

Guard –  
Naden Elgendy 

Guard, Knight –  
Aiden Kancianic 

Knight, Duloc Citizen - 
Emma Allen 

Knight, Duloc Citizen – 
Maya Elgendy 

Knight, Duloc Citizen – 
Wesam Elgendy 

Knight, Villager, Altar 
Boy – Robert Raegler 

Knight, Duloc Citizen – 
Christopher Rose 

Duloc Citizen – 
Alexandra Green 

Duloc Citizen –  
Eli Kancianic 

Duloc Citizen –  
Baden Landy 

Dancing Rat –  
Leilani Alberto 

Villager – David Barns, Danielle Davis, 
Kelly Liebold, Raymond Rose, Elisa Rose 
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HIGH SCHOOL 
 

PHS Holds Induction for Future Community Leaders 
 
POTTSTOWN DECA HOLDS THEIR ANNUAL INDUCTION CEREMONY 
Pottstown High School recognized some of our community’s future leaders during the annual 
DECA induction ceremony. DECA is a noteworthy career and technical student organization that is 
conducted through high schools and colleges.  Under the supervision of marketing teachers Kevin 
Pascal and Victoria McShea, students who are members of DECA participated in the annual 
induction ceremony. The purpose of DECA is to educate students about various aspects of 
business, while promoting leadership, hard work, and productivity. Through DECA, students are 
encouraged to explore numerous occupations and utilize resources to challenge themselves. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This year’s induction ceremony was held in person at the high school cafeteria.  The chapter grew 
this year with 56 students becoming new members. During the induction students take the DECA 
oath and receive a membership pin. The ceremony, which was held in person for the first time in 
several years, students heard about the importance of using their time wisely and giving full effort 
to achieve their goals. The chapter leadership team took the oath of office and accepted their 
responsibilities to lead the chapter to success in upcoming competitions. 
 
Inductees: 

President Mackenzie Moser 

Vice President Michelle Castillo 

Director of Competition Jayniana Williams 

Director of Marketing & 
Communications 

Alianna Samuel 

Director of Membership Emily Castillo 
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New PHS DECA Members: 
 

Elizabeth Adedeji 
Adam Alaoui 
Alexis Beckett 
Peyton Benfield 
Cheynia Boyer 
Tyler Broughton 
Daniela Castillo 
Emily Castillo 
Justin Castillo 
Alexis Demeter 
Sean Deppen 
Naden Elgendy 
Xzavier Francis-Williams 
Makenna Franey 
Jamie Freese 
Beatriz Guardado 

Mackenzie Hall 
Gerle Jimenez-Gomez 
Brock Klopp 
Kaylee Loughlin 
Fatima Mohammed-Eck 
Shawn Pallay-Williams 
Janette Penate 
Miranda Pineda 
Alianna Samuel 
Devon Smith 
Julia Smith 
Austin Sundstrom 
Dasia Thornton-Bey 
Savion Williams 
Jadon Wiszumerski 
Caleb Yocum 
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DECA Students Earn Trip To State Competition 
Eight members of the Pottstown High School DECA club have earned their way to the state 
competition held in Hershey. They punched their ticket by their top placement in the Annual District 
8 Career Development Conference. DECA is a noteworthy Career and Technical Student 
Organization that is conducted through high schools and colleges. The purpose of DECA is to 
educate students about various aspects of business, while promoting leadership, hard work, and 
productivity. This year’s district competition was hosted online and held in the Pottstown High 
School library. Of the 28 students that competed, 8 of them will be competing at the DECA state 
conference. The competition involved students taking a 100 question content test and a situational 
role play. Students’ role playing is judged on the effectiveness of their responses to the business 
situations and inquiries that are presented to them. Both the test and role play expose competitors 
to real-life scenarios and provide valuable experience and knowledge. Mackenzie Moser (Business 
Service Marketing) and Jayniana Williams (Hotel and Lodging Management) both earned first 
place and highest role play scores. In person or online DECA members adapted efficiently and 
proved hard work pays off.  Club advisors, PHS marketing teachers Kevin Pascal and Victoria 
McShea said, “We are proud of all of our club members, their effort to succeed gives us more 
reason to say, proud to be from Pottstown.” 
 

Category Members Awards 

Principles of Finance Daniella Castillo Fourth place 

Principles of Finance Cheynia Boyer First place and highest test 
score 

Principles of Hospitality and Tourism Dasia Thornton-Bey Fourth place 

Principles of Marketing Elizabeth Adedeji Fourth Place 

Business Service Marketing Mackenzie Moser First place and highest roleplay 

Hotel and Lodging Management Jayniana Williams First place, highest roleplay, 
and highest test score 

Marketing Management and Team 
Decision Making 

Makenna Franey 
and Peyton Benfield 

Third place 
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Trojan Man "Being The Best You" 
Trojan Man is always looking to be a role model for young and old alike. His latest example of 
"Being The Best You'' is the theme of this year's edition of The Trojan Man Coloring Book which 
was unveiled when the Trojan Man 5k team participated in the Limerick Parks and Recreation 
Rudolph Run around Manderach Park.  The Trojan Men decided to participate in this event, 
dressed as Santa Trojan Man (AKA John Cipolini) and the Trojan Elves (David Mackewicz and 
Chris Chhern) to announce the sale of their latest coloring book, "Being the Best You!", which 
would make an awesome holiday gift! Coloring books are available for $2.00 or $1.00 a book if you 
are interested in purchasing a set for a classroom. Contact Mr. Dave Woodley at 
Dwoodley@pottstownk12.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Dwoodley@pottstownk12.org
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Pottstown High School senior McKenzie Moser is living up to the school district mission of 
preparing each student by name for success 
at every level.  Recently she was accepted 
into the nursing program at Alvernia 
University. She was invited to enter the 
university's honors program where she will 
have additional opportunities and experiences 
to challenge her abilities and expand her 
opportunities.  McKenzie is no stranger to 
challenges, she is the captain of the high 
school cheerleading team, a member of 
National Honor Society, president of the 
DECA marketing club, where she has 
qualified for state and national competition.  
This winter she will be appearing in a starring 
role in the district musical.  Her role as Fiona 
in the production of Shrek will mark the fifth 
district musical that she has performed in. Her 
vocal talents include being a member of both 
the high school and church choir.  McKenzie's 
church activities include volunteering in the 
children’s nursery, vacation bible school and 
children’s church.  During the summer she 
went on church missions to Colorado. This 
year she was selected as the Pottstown High 
School Homecoming Queen. She also 
received recognition from the Pioneer Athletic 

Conference as the recipient of the Citizen Athlete award.  McKenzie Moser is living up to the 
school district’s mission, proving that hard work pays off, and giving us another reason to say 
proud to be from Pottstown. 
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Career Technical Education Staying On Mission 
Pottstown High School Career Technical Education Department is part of our team working to stay 
on the district mission, to prepare each student by name, for success at every level.  Recently Auto 
Technology teacher Michael Hewitt accompanied three students, who took part in the Regional 
SkillsUSA competition. 
 

• Anas Selmi, placed 4th in Automotive Service Technology 

• Khamya Mayo, placed 6th in Job Interview Skills  

• Alexa Heater placed 2nd in Early Childhood Education.  
 
SkillsUSA is a partnership of students, teachers and industry working together to ensure America 
has a skilled workforce. Pottstown Director of CTE, Theresa Baller, said the SkillsUSA competition 
gives our students an opportunity to show case the skills they have mastered that will serve to 
prepare them to be successful in the workplace. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As a way to celebrate Career and Technical Education (CTE) this month, we are kicking it off 
with our first spotlight: Emme Wolfel!  Emme is a PHS class of 2020 graduate.  Stay tuned as we 
share more success stories of our seniors and recent grads. 
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Accepted in an Instant 
Pottstown High School seniors found out, when your school district's mission is to prepare each 
student, by name, for success, being accepted to college may only take an instant.  Recently, 
admissions counselors from 28 colleges were on hand at Pottstown High School to take part in 
Instant Decision Day.  The event was organized by the high school College and Career 
Counselor Susan Pritt.  Counselors met one-on-one with seniors to discuss their application and 
transcript for admission.   
 
Over 110 acceptances were awarded to students, including full financial scholarships to Cheyney 
University for Enam Robinson and Kennedy Cole to Lincoln University.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Members of the junior class also had the opportunity to meet with the counselors and discuss how 
to best prepare for the college admission process next year.   
 
Pritt said, “This is a proud moment for our students to see their hard work paying off. Being able to 
bring all these schools together with our students and take some of the stress out of the 
acceptance process is a relief to students and parents and gives us another reason to say, proud 
to be from Pottstown.” 
 
The colleges in attendance were, Alvernia University, Arcadia University, Bloomsburg University, 
Clarion University, Cheyney University, Cedar Crest College, Delaware State University, Delaware 
Valley University, Eastern University, East Stroudsburg University, Elizabethtown University, 
Harcum College, Harrisburg University, Immaculata University, Kutztown University, Lebanon 
Valley University, Lincoln University, Lock Haven University, Manor College, Mansfield University, 
Millersville University, Montgomery County Community College, Moravian University, Neumann 
University, Penn College of Technology, Shippensburg University, St. Luke's Hospital of Nursing, 
Temple University, and Widener University. 
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Pottstown Marketing Students Earn State Awards 
Members of Pottstown High School's DECA club had a successful showing at the Annual State 
Career Development Conference, which included students from across the state.  Competing in a 

number of categories, the 16 member team, under the guidance of their 
advisors, PHS teachers Victoria McShea and Kevin Pascal, earned a 
number of awards including two students who qualified to advance to 
the International Career Development Conference later this year where 
they will test their skills with students from around the world.  

 

• Senior Jayniana Williams placed first in Hotel and Lodging Management and also received a 
medallion for having the highest role-play score in the category.  

• Mackenzie Moser earned a medallion for the highest role play in the Business 
Service Marketing category and was also recognized for contributing to the Gold 
Level certification of the Trojan Shop, a school-based enterprise at Pottstown 
High School.  

• Freshman Cheniya Boyer gave notice she will be heard from in the years to 
come as she was awarded a medallion for the highest test score in the state in 
the Principles of Finance category. 

 

Competitors take a written test and participate in role play challenges, where students are given 
scenarios that they have to respond to in a professional manner.  Questions from the judges and 
performance indicators are key aspects of the role plays.  The content test includes one hundred 
questions that test the competitor's knowledge in their competitive categories. 
 

Ms. McShea said, “I am proud of our students who continuously show their dedication to self-
improvement and leadership.  This year’s state competition was the first in-person conference in 
two years.  Nevertheless, we showed that obstacles can be overcome. We were awarded the 
2021-2022 DECA Membership Campaign Award and the Tier 1 DECA Chapter for our Plan of 
Action which encompasses the four tiers of a DECA chapter including community-oriented, 
professionally responsible, academically prepared, and experienced leaders. Our community's 
future is bright in the hands of PHS students.” 
 

Competitors included: 

• Jayniana Williams - Hotel and Lodging Management 

• Mackenzie Moser - Business Service Marketing 

• Alianna Samuel - Integrated Marketing Campaign- Product 

• Jamie Freese - Integrated Marketing Campaign – Product 

• Michelle Castillo - Business Growth Plan 

• Daishawnia Dean - Business Growth Plan 

• Gerle Jimenez-Gomez - Business Growth Plan 

• Melody Jackson - Innovation Plan 

• Josiah Wilson - Innovation Plan 

• Peyton Benfield - Marketing Management Team Decision 
Making 

• Makenna Franey - Marketing Management Team Decision Making 

• Cheynia Boyer - Principles of Finance 

• Elizabeth Adedeji - Principles of Marketing 

• Adam Alaoui - Job Interview 

• Daniela Castillo - Principles of Finance 

• Dasia Thornton-Bey - Principles of Hospitality and Tourism 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 

Volunteer Mentorship Program Receives Support 
Jeff Richardson spent many hours volunteering his time as a mentor at Pottstown Middle School in 
the Created For Greatness program before pancreatic cancer cut his life short. He could be found 
in the cafeteria, classroom and hallways talking to students, providing them with support and 
guidance.  Before he passed away the company he worked for, Movement Mortgage gave him the 
opportunity to donate $10,000 to support mentorship at the middle school. Jeff chose STRIVE, a 
mentoring group headed by Pottstown High School grad David Charles. Prior to passing he also 
requested that instead of flowers and cards a donation be made to STRIVE. The donations were 
matched by Movement Mortgage. A check for $17,237 was presented to STRIVE during a 
ceremony at the middle school attended by Jeff's family, volunteers, school administrators and 
school board members. David Charles said Jeff made a difference in many lives. This donation will 
keep his dream of helping students gain support and build strong mentor relationships live on. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Picture ID left to right:  Son Ryan Richardson,  
Wife Doreen Richardson, and 
David Charles, STRIVE President 
 
 

Middle School Student Prepares For Success At The Next Level 
The Pottstown Music Department is helping to prepare students for success at every level. 

Congratulations to Colin Plank for being accepted to the West 
Chester University High School Honors Percussion Ensemble.  
While this ensemble is advertised as being for students in grades 9-
12, Colin, an 8th grader, was up for the challenge and put together 
an exceptional audition video consisting of snare drum, timpani and 
marimba that earned him a membership invitation. The honors 
percussion ensemble rehearses at the university on weekends in 
preparation for the Percussion 
Ensemble Concert on Tuesday, 
April 19th at 8:15 pm in the 
Swope Music Building. After 
listening to Colin play you will 
have another reason to say 
Proud to be from Pottstown. 
 
 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/WhctKKXPcggzbfDWKJsDmVwdqJWlRnjDHxcJJwMbVNVrTdtfFSjdbbfNBzwLMLJDblxtLpL?projector=1
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Middle School Students Show Support for Ill Classmate 
Fifth grade students at Pottstown Middle School wanted to show support for their classmate 
Joseph "JJ" Pollock, who is battling cancer.  With the help of their teacher Ashley Thornton, they 
organized a Pajama Day fundraiser to benefit Children's Hospital of Philadelphia, where "JJ" is 
being treated.  Sponsors donated a dollar to each student who came to school wearing their 
pajamas.  They were successful in raising over $600.   
 
Thornton said, “I am very proud of our students.  Giving back and creating a sense of community 
are important to us here at the middle school.  By supporting "JJ", the funds we raised for CHOP 
will be used to create breakthroughs for sick and injured kids here and all around the world.” 
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Joseph John Pollock IV 
 

Joseph John “JJ” Pollock IV, 11, peacefully passed away on 
February 23, 2022, with his family by his side. Born in 
Pottstown, PA, on January 22, 2011, JJ was the son of 
Joseph John Pollock III and Rachel Marie (Calancea) 
Pollock. 
 
JJ was a proud fifth grade student at Pottstown Middle 
School. He was known for his love of war history (especially 
WWII), video games, his dog Kara, his infectious grin and 
great sense of humor. Most importantly, JJ loved spending 
time with his family and friends. He could always be 
expected to be in the center of the laughs and mischief. 
Often referred to by his parents as their “little old man,” JJ 
was an old soul who was placed on this Earth to teach us 
the value of kindness, compassion and to find the joy in all 
things. JJ’s life was nothing short of a miraculous one. He 
courageously battled cancer since August of 2019 with a 
resilience and fortitude that inspired all who knew of his 
story. In the words of Dr. Seuss, “Don’t cry because it’s 
over, smile because it happened.” Those who were blessed 
to have met JJ know that his sweet smile and enthusiastic 
laugh will live on in our hearts forever and will be an 
inspiration for all to love and live life as he did. 
 
In addition to his parents, JJ is lovingly remembered by his 
sister, Bella Pollock; his paternal grandparents, Joseph 
Pollock Jr. and Jill (Ritschard) Pollock; his maternal 
grandmother, Earline (Hefelfinger) Medina; his maternal 
grandfather and step-grandmother, George and Lucy 
Calancea; and his aunts and uncles, Jason and Hope 
Pollock, and their children, Tegan, Bailey, and baby boy on 
the way; Liz and Kenny Cobb, and their daughter, Coco Jo; 
Gheorghe Calancea, and his daughter, Ava; Jessica 
Medina, and her daughter, Dylan; Carlos Medina, Rebekah 
Medina, and her children, Aiden, Eli, Wesley, Gabriel, and 
Bryson; Elizabeth Calancea, and Joshua Calancea. JJ was 
predeceased by his step-grandfather, Juan Medina. 
 
JJ’s family would like to thank the nurses, doctors, and staff 
at Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, and the numerous 
charities and foundations that have supported JJ throughout 
the last couple of years. 

https://houckgofusfuneralhome.com/tribute/details/1623/Joseph-Pollock-IV/obituary.html
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Middle School Honor Society Induction 
Pottstown Middle School conducted the National Junior Honor Society induction ceremonies. 
Superintendent Stephen Rodriguez in his opening remarks congratulated students on their hard 
work which led to academic success. Keynote speaker Judge Scott Palladino commended 
students on their work ethic and integrity to prepare for success.   
 
High school Honor Society officers Jimi Chavalaporn and Nada Elgendy guided the candle 
lighting ceremony.   
 
Trojan Proud of our students who are preparing for success and learning that hard work pays off.  
Principal Brian Hosteler noted, “We are staying on our district mission to prepare each student, by 
name, for success at every level.” 
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ELEMENTARY 
 
Mom makes sure students stay warm 
Many of us may remember when we were young being told to wear a hat in cold weather. Barth 
Elementary School first graders in Mrs. Kathy Eagle's class not only get the reminder, but thanks to 
Kathy's mother, Chris Rhoads, a member of the district's Golden Sage volunteer program, they 
each have a hand crocheted winter hat to wear. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Class Project Earns Gold Medal 
Congratulations to Rupert Elementary second grade teacher Stacey Bauman and her class on 
bringing home the "Olympic" gold in the STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics) snowboarding classroom activity. With an Olympic theme, students used 
collaboration and communications skills to learn about the sport of snowboarding. They 
constructed snowboarders and snowboards to hold downhill races for classroom gold. 
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RUPERT I'MPACT Visits Help Build Foundation For Successful Mission 
The success of our district mission, to prepare each student, by name, for success at every level is 
built on a foundation of teamwork.  The Rupert Elementary I’MPACT team visits the homes of its 
students.  The team goes out to visit students from each grade level to congratulate them and their 
families, and to acknowledge student successes during the First Marking Period.  I’MPACT is an 
acronym for I’m Pottstown Action Community Team.  Its mission is to “Celebrate Learning” with 
positive communication of activities happening at school through the building of relationships with 
community members.  The team made door-to-door visits to surprise students and their families 
with certificates of achievement, yard signs, and I’MPACT Winner shirts.  Students are 
congratulated for their hard work, citizenship, and positive behavior.  The I’MPACT Team consists 
of teachers, support staff, parents, and administrators from Rupert Elementary School. 

 

I'MPACT Winners for the Second Marking Period: 
❖ Kindergarten - Oakland Soto 
❖ 1st Grade  - Haneef Rains 
❖ 2nd Grade  - Brooklyn Champlin 
❖ 3rd Grade  - Ahmir Terry Harvey 
❖ 4th Grade  - Breanna Hillegas 

 
Members of the Team in attendance for the visits: 
Principal:  Matthew Moyer 
Teachers:  Kerry Kline, Kelsey Hultz, Lauren Crean, Laurie Gresko, Cindy Bartolucci, 
Treena Ferguson, Beth Burkhimer, Molly Callaghan, and Kalena Pippert 
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Celebrate 100 days by 2's at Lincoln 
Students and staff at Lincoln Elementary all joined in on the fun of learning about the calendar and 
mathematics. Kindergarten students in Robin Anderson, Chris Sperat and Kari Kindig's classes 
celebrated the 100th day of school with lots of counting activities, including writing 100 words, 
making snack bracelets counting by ones.  The entire school came ready to celebrate the calendar 
on 2-2-2022 with ties, tennis shoes and tutus. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Operation Kindness 
Lincoln Elementary students and staff participated in Operation Kindness during the Week of 
February 14th-18th.  Every day each class was given an envelope with a kindness operation they 
needed to complete. Some examples included writing a thank you note to someone, playing with 
someone new at recess, giving out compliments in class, making bookmarks for younger students, 
coloring pictures for the lunch proctors or using manners. Prizes were awarded daily to a student 
who exemplified the most kindness throughout the day. At the end of the week one student from 
each class was chosen for showing the most kindness during the week. Lincoln principal Calista 
Boyer said, the outpouring of kindness by our students brings joy to my heart. Knowing that this 
week is helping students build a foundation for living a life of kindness to others makes me proud of 
our Lincoln team. 
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Elementary Reading Olympics 
 

 
Students from Barth and Franklin elementary schools earned honors at the 21st annual county-
wide Reading Olympics, sponsored by the Montgomery County Intermediate Unit. The Barth and 
Franklin Fantastic Readers teams, which were advised by teachers Nikki Alutius and 
Regina Collins earned a red ribbon. 
 
This year's Reading Olympic team was composed of teachers and students from both Barth and 
Franklin Elementary schools.  The students practiced virtually throughout the year to prepare for 
the competition which requires that teams read 25 books selected from a reading list.  During each 
round, teams must attempt to answer 25 questions given in rapid-fire fashion from the moderators. 
 
Barth team members included: Isaiah McGoldrick-Cheeseboro, Dahmya Skai Britt-Johnson, 
Ava Harris, Jazaya Jones, Chloe Kinzel, and Jashir Carter. 
 
Franklin students included:  Hannah Jaycox, Emma Campbell, Aaron Kahn, Analise Snowden, and 
Aiyanna Zipay.  
 
Ms. Collins said, “Our students are learning that hard work pays off and will contribute to future 
success.”   
 
Their performance and teamwork at the competition is another reason to say, “Proud to be from 
Pottstown.” 
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FALLEN TROJANS 
 

The Pottstown School District is proud of the members of its Trojan 
family and will honor its deceased alumni by recognizing them and their 

accomplishments in our "Fallen Trojan" section.  Anyone wishing to 
have alumni recognized should provide appropriate information to: 

John J. Armato, Director of Community Relations, 
230 Beech Street, Pottstown PA  19464 or email jarmato@pottstownk12.org. 

 
➢ Diane M. (Fisher) Martz - Class of 1975 - was the wife of Richard A. Martz. Born in 

Pottsville, PA, she was the daughter of the late Clyde E. Fisher and 
Anna L. (Calabro) Fisher.  Her passion was jewelry making and 
going antiquing with her husband. She also enjoyed reading in her 
spare time. Diane faithfully attended Grace Lutheran Church in 
Pottstown for many years. 

 
 
 

➢ Roberta J. “Bobbie” (Schmearer) Shaner, 89, - Class of 1950 - of Pottstown, widow of 
Gordon G. Shaner, passed away at her residence. Born in 
Pottstown, PA, she was a daughter of the late Robert E. Schmearer 
and the late Sara K. (Kurtz) Park.  Bobbie worked as an assistant for 
Dr. David D. Detar for thirteen years.  She was a member of 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Pottstown.  She enjoyed time with 
friends from “Ellis Drugstore”.  Her favorite place was Ocean City, NJ 
and listening to the ocean. 

 
 

➢ Donald Keely Grim - Class of 1952 - was the son of the late E. Donald Grim and Frances 
Marie (Keely) Grim.  He received a Bachelor of Science Degree in 
Dairy Husbandry from the National Agricultural College, now 
Delaware Valley University, and was the President of the Class of 
1958.  He later received his Teaching Certificate and Master of 
Education Degree from Temple University. For 38 years, Donald was 
a Science Teacher in the Boyertown Area School District.  He was 
the Offensive Line Coach and Head Football Coach of the Boyertown 

Bears for 28 years.  He was also the Head Coach for the Track Team for 38 years.  
Additionally, he was the Director of the Venzke Relays for 30 years. Donald was inducted 
into the Pennsylvania Sports Hall of Fame, the Delaware Valley University Hall of Fame, 
and was an All-American Football Lineman.  In 1958, he was drafted by the Pittsburgh 
Steelers.  Donald was a member, Deacon, and Elder of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Pottstown. 

mailto:jarmato@pottstownk12.org
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/pottsmerc/name/diane-martz-obituary?id=31832689
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/pottsmerc/name/roberta-shaner-obituary?id=31818464
http://www.morrellfuneralhome.com/2021/12/29/donald-k-grim/


- 61 - 

FALLEN TROJANS 
 

➢ Lola Mae Berriker - Class of 1943 - Lola Mae was born in the Berriker family home on 
Schuylkill Road in Douglassville, PA.  She was blessed to live in this 
home until March of 2020.  After graduating she worked for Vaugh 
Knitting Mill and Neapco, both of Pottstown, PA.  In 1959, Lola Mae 
began working as a clerk for Bell Telephone, until her retirement in 
1985.  Outside of work, Lola Mae enjoyed traveling, gardening and 
working in the back acreage of her property along the canal.  She also 
enjoyed family visits with her siblings and their children and 
participating in church services and activities at Temple United 
Methodist Church. 

 
➢ A. Kathryn (Fleisch) Ertman - Class of 1946 - was the wife of the late Ralph L. Ertman.  Born 

in Upper Pottsgrove, she was the daughter of the late Jacob and 
Elizabeth (Klein) Fleisch.  She worked at National Bank of Boyertown 
from 1962-1988.  She also worked as a tour escort for Klein Tours. 
Kathryn also delivered meals on wheels from 1990-2005 and 
volunteered at Boyertown Senior Center Bingo. 

 
 
 

 
➢ Darrius Waller – Class of 2004 – Darrius Montayis Waller transitioned on December 5, 

2021 in Pottstown, PA.  He was 36 years of age.  He will be missed 
by family and friends who will celebrate his life on Saturday, 
December 18, 2021 at Pottstown High School.  Darrius was the son 
of Charlene Waller and a standout athlete while at Pottstown High 
School. 

 
 
 
 

➢ Sean T. Robbins – Class of 2005 - Sean Tyrell Robbins born September 1, 1986 and 
transitioned on Sunday, January 23, 2022 in Pottstown, PA at the 
age of 35. He will be missed by his loving family and friends who will 
celebrate his life on Saturday, January 29, 2022.  Sean was the son 
of mother Lori Wallace, father Vernon Robbins, and William Wallace 
(step-father).  He was a standout football player at Pottstown High 
School and still holds records for most receptions in a game (12), 
most receptions in a season (39), and most receptions in a career 
(64).  After graduation he obtained his CDL and started his career 
with Penndot.  He also found a love for DJing, following in his father’s 

footsteps.  He coached PAL youth football for ten years making a strong impact of the youth 
of the Pottstown Community.  In 2012 he started his CrossFit journey which led to one of his 
proudest moments – finishing 1st place at Festivus Games alongside his mother Lori.  
Sean’s life revolved around his family.  He enjoyed coaching his sons, indulging in one of 
Pottstown’s favorites, Brunish’s, and listening to music with his daughter. 

https://www.tributearchive.com/obituaries/23545362/lola-mae-berriker/pottstown/pennsylvania/houck-gofus-funeral-home
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/readingeagle/name/a-ertman-obituary?id=32287281
https://www.tributearchive.com/obituaries/23376918/darrius-montayis-waller
https://www.tributearchive.com/obituaries/23828462/sean-tyrell-robbins
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➢ Vincent Elmer Rettew Jr. – Class of 1951 - was the eldest son of Vincent and Irma Rettew. 
He graduated from the University of Pennsylvania in 1955, was a 
member of the Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity and Mask & Wig club.  
He also served in the Korean War as a Captain in the Army.  He 
moved to Walnut Creek, CA in 1969 and soon after started his own 
business which he owned and operated for over 40 years.  Vincent 
was an amazing husband, father, grandfather, and friend.  He loved 
to dance, golf, play cards and most of all tell jokes. 

 
 

➢ Austin Scott Spence Ramos - Class of 2021 - passed away Saturday, February 12th, 
2022. He was 19 years old.  Austin was born in Newark, DE on 
October 19th, 2002 but lived most of his life in Pottstown, PA 
until he recently left to attend West Chester University. 
Austin had aspirations of majoring in Psychology, completing a 
doctorate program, and one day opening his own private 
practice. He wanted to help people.  Austin was a graduate of 
Pottstown High School where he was an accomplished 
student.  He was a member of the National Honor Society and 
graduated with honors in 2021.  He made the dean’s list while 
completing 28 college credits in his last two years of high 
school which helped him earn multiple scholarships.  Austin 

was successful inside and outside the classroom. He was active in the school’s musical 
theater program and recently acknowledged the opening night of “Hairspray”, where he 
played the male lead character, as the highlight of his high school experience.  Music, both 
in the theater and outside of it, was one of his greatest passions.  One of Austin’s other 
passions was playing hockey and helping children learn and enjoy the sport.  He played 
DEK Hockey for 10 seasons.  He was also a coach and a referee for younger DEK Hockey 
players in the Pottstown and Reading communities.  In everything Austin did, he made a 
positive impact on those around him.  His kindheartedness and positive attitude left the 
world better than he found it.  His greatest accomplishment will always be the joy he brought 
to those that loved and knew him.  
 

➢ Douglas Alan Dilliplane - Class of 1978 - was raised and deeply involved in Pottstown for 
most of his life. Doug was active on the baseball and wrestling 
teams. He continued wrestling at Drexel University where he 
was a member of Tau Epsilon Phi and earned a Master's 
degree in Civil Engineering in 1983.  Doug raised his four 
children with Karen Weary Dilliplane in Pottstown, and 
contributed actively to the local community. He served as an 
advisor to the Borough for over a decade.  He was also active 
in local politics, American Legion baseball and coached youth 

baseball and soccer teams.  Doug shared his love of National Parks and road trips with his 
children, visiting all 50 states. Called westward, he lived and worked in Bismarck, ND and 
Las Vegas, NV in his later years.  Doug was quiet and fiercely loyal. He was a devoted 
father, family member, and friend. 

https://www.tributearchive.com/obituaries/23887734/vincent-elmer-rettew-jr
https://memorials.kuhnfuneralhomes.com/austin-ramos/4858409/index.php
https://houckgofusfuneralhome.com/tribute/details/1625/Douglas-Dilliplane/obituary.html#tribute-start
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FALLEN TROJAN STAFF 

 
 
 

➢ Ruth Virginia Senat Spaide passed away peacefully in her home on Saturday, January 15, 
2022 at the age of 98.  She was the widow of Raymond 
Spaide Jr. who left this earth in 2016.  She was the 
daughter of Julian Earl Senat and Sarah Senat (Walker).  
Ruth was born in Philadelphia, Pa on April 2, 1923.  Ruth 
graduated from Tredyffrin Easttown High School at the 
age of 16 and went on to West Chester State Teachers 
College.  She was a teacher for 42 years.  She worked at 
Schuylkill School in Phoenixville, then she worked in the 
Newtown Square School District, Pottsgrove School 
District and her final 27 years were spent in the 
Pottstown School District.  During the Bicentennial, Ruth 
had her Kindergarten students create squares that were 
sewn into a quilt.  That quilt hangs in the hallway at 
Rupert to this day.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

➢ Willamena Kelly - 86, passed away at her daughter’s home in Durham, North Carolina on 
Thursday, February 10, 2022. Born Willie Mae in Orangeburg, 
South Carolina, Willamena is the last surviving child of Joseph 
and Amelia Williams. In 1953, she graduated from Girls High 
School in Brooklyn, NY. She and Sgt. James N. Boyd (dec.) 
married. Willamena loved traveling to bases across the U.S. 
and Germany as a military wife. She proudly earned her jump 
wings with the 82nd Airborne Division at Fort Bragg, NC. 
While stationed at Valley Forge, they settled in Pottstown, 
Pennsylvania in 1968 where they raised five children. 
Willamena loved her family, cooking, and socializing with 
friends. Through her employment with Pottstown Public 
Schools, she combined her passion for food and people by 
working in elementary and junior high school cafeterias. Until 

her retirement, she enjoyed getting to know the children and grandchildren of her friends 
and kept her pockets full for students who needed lunch money. 

https://houckgofusfuneralhomeinc.com/tribute/details/1608/Ruth-Senat-Spaide/obituary.html#content-start
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/pottsmerc/name/willamena-kelly-obituary?id=33041058
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➢ Elizabeth A. Huddy – 90, Elizabeth “Betty” Alice (Fosnocht) Huddy, 90, passed away 

peacefully at her home in Pottstown, PA, on February 14, 
2022. Raised in Birdsboro, PA, she was the daughter of the 
late Havard and Florence (Rhodes) Fosnocht.  Betty was 
graduated from Birdsboro High School as the valedictorian 
in 1949. A proud member of Phi Beta Kappa, she earned a 
Bachelor of Arts from Dickinson College and a Master of 
Education from the University of Pennsylvania.  Upon her 
graduation from college, Betty began her teaching career at 
Pottstown High School in 1953. For over thirty years as an 
English teacher, her love of language and literature was 
apparent. She 
insured that her 
students were 

well read in literary classics, understood proper 
grammar, were drilled in vocabulary, and 
memorized the Alma Mater. She was a drama 
coach, a class advisor, and author of the mantle 
ceremony that concludes each graduation. But 
she was best known as the editorial advisor of the 
Troiad, leading students to publish exemplary 
yearbooks for fifteen years.  Outside of work, 
Betty was a member of The Order of the Eastern 
Star, she collected a preposterous number of 
turtles, and she enjoyed spending many happy 
summers with family and friends on Long Beach 
Island, NJ. 
 
 
 
 

➢ Vivianne Watson Jones - Vivianne Watson Jones passed away on Friday at the age of 90. 
She started her career as a Kindergarten teacher at 
Jefferson Elementary on 9/1/1966 and retired with 25 years 
of service on 6/14/1991.  Vivianne also taught 5th and 6th 
grade at Jefferson and then taught 6th grade at West End 
School which became Barth Elementary.  Vivianne finished 
her years of teaching Reading and Social Studies at the 
Middle School. 

 
 

https://www.tributearchive.com/obituaries/24049138/elizabeth-a-huddy
https://www.echovita.com/us/obituaries/pa/pine-forge/vivianne-jones-14369640
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➢ Barbara Zern passed away Friday, March 18th.  Barbara was a teacher at Pottstown 

School District for 10 years.  She helped with the Art Goes to 
School Program.  Barbara also was a Golden Sage volunteer 
at Edgewood and at Lincoln Elementary with Chris Sperat.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
➢ Beatrice Elaine (Buckwalter) Noel passed away on Tuesday, March 8, 2022.  Elaine was 

the wife of the late Nicholas Noel, Jr.  She was born April 16, 
1929, the daughter of Mary Helen Knauer Buckwalter and 
Jesse G. Buckwalter of Pottstown PA.  Elaine attended Penn 
State University, then graduated from Ursinus College with a 
Bachelors’ degree in Business Administration and Economics.  
She also held a Masters degree in education from Temple 
University.  She became a teacher in 1963 of World History 
and 
Cultures at 
Pottstown 

High School, retiring in 1986.  During 
her tenure, she was a sponsor of the 
girls' Anchor Club.  Elaine also was a 
community volunteer serving at 
Pottstown Memorial Medical Center 
until 2010.  In lieu of flowers, gifts in her 
memory may be made to Heifer 
International, P.O. Box 8058, Little 
Rock, Arkansas 72203. 

 
 

 
➢ Jacquita Thompson-Wilkerson - 49, of Coatesville, PA, passed away suddenly on 

Sunday, March 13, 2022, at her residence.  Born in 
Lancaster, PA, she was the beloved daughter of Vanessa 
Thompson Lewis and James N. Griffy.  Jacquita was a 1990 
graduate of Octorara High School. She attended Delaware 
County Community College. Jacquita enjoyed doing hair and 
was a very talented hairdresser. She received her license 
from Gordon Phillips Beauty Academy. She had a teaching 
license as well.  Jacquita also worked at Barth Elementary 
and Pottstown High School as a school secretary from 2001 
to 2005. 

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/pottsmerc/name/barbara-zern-obituary?id=33747804
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/mcall/name/beatrice-noel-obituary?id=33619033
https://www.wrightfuneralservices.com/obituary/Jacquita-Wilkerson
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➢ PHS Trojan ALUM Is All Heart - Jeff Moyer - Class of 1989, is a Health and Physical 
Education Teacher at the Spring-Ford 5th & 6th Grade Center.  He was recently recognized 
for his efforts supporting the American Heart Association through the Hoops For Heart 
Program. A former Rupert Elementary student, he lost his father to heart disease.  Yearly, 
he organizes the fundraiser for his school's students and staff.  They participate in a variety 
of basketball activities and raise money to support the American Heart Association's mission 
to fight heart disease and stroke.  Heart disease is the number 1 killer worldwide.  This is a 
cause and event he is passionate about and single-handedly organizes each spring.  This 
year the fundraiser was 4th in the nation, raising $14,058!  His efforts over the last 25 
years have raised close to $300,000 dollars for the American Heart Association. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

➢ Trojan Proud of PHS grad Martin Metzger – Class of 2018 - who recently graduated from 
Hawaiian Pacific University with a degree in 
teaching. While in high school he was an 
outstanding student athlete who ran cross 
country, track and played basketball.  
Another example of Preparing each student, 
by name, for success at every level. More 
reason to say Proud to be from Pottstown. 
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➢ PHS 2020 grad Bobby Richards is living up to our school district mission, to prepare each 
student, by name, for success at every level.  In 
his second year at Thaddeus Stevens College of 
Technology, he is showing he was prepared for 
success in both the classroom and on the field.  
Bobby was recently named to the Dean's List. His 
major field of concentration is in the area of 
masonry.  He is also staying on mission 
athletically, he had three interceptions to help 
lead the football team to a successful season.  
Well prepared for success, his hard work is 
paying off and giving us more reason to say, 
Proud to be from Pottstown! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

➢ PHS 2019 grad Abigail Krause is a junior at Johnson 
and Wales University, where she is an honor student 
and a member of the women's lacrosse team. Next Fall 
she will be interning with the athletic nutrition 
department at the University of Georgia and working 
with their national champion football team. Hard work 
pays off. Thanks for giving us another reason to say, 
proud to be from Pottstown. 
 
 

➢ PHS 2019 grad Reilly Owens is a Junior member of the Gwynedd Mercy Women's 
Lacrosse team. This season as 
goalie she is leading all Division III 
teams in saves.  Recently she 
recorded her 200th career save. 
Hard work pays off. Thanks for 
another reason to say proud to be 
from Pottstown. 
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We Are Pottstown …  
Stay connected with all of the friends of the Pottstown School District with this 
exclusive membership.  Learn about what is happening with the Foundation for 
Pottstown Education with the newsletter, stay connected to updates and news 
through social media, engage in networking and career opportunities at special 
Pottstown Pride Society events, and much more.  Together we will build a better 
community and continue to provide opportunities for the children of Pottstown School 
District.  Be sure to stay tuned to social media and www.foundationpottstowned.org  
for the Pottstown Pride Society page as we grow.  We would love for you to share 
your successes along the way to help encourage those who follow you.  Together we 
provide opportunities for children of Pottstown. 

 

Pottstown Pride Society 
Yes, I’m Interested in More Info 

 
Name:           Phone Number:       
 
Email:                
 
Address:                
 
Graduate of Pottstown?  If so, Class of     
 
Employer:         
 
Pottstown Interests:             
               
 

 

WE ARE POTTSTOWN! 
 

Return to: Foundation for Pottstown Education 
230 Beech Street 

Pottstown, PA 19464 

 

Learn more about Pottstown schools – 
visit www.pottstownschools.org and register 

for our FREE email information service. 
 
JJA\PL\Winter Pride-2021-22 

http://www.foundationpottstowned.org/
http://www.pottstownschools.org/

